Monthly report on Israeli violations  in Abu Dis  – September 2006
The Israeli army continued its violations against human rights in the Palestinian territories in general and in East Jerusalem and Abu Dis in particular.   This month, the economic siege remained for the seventh month, and there were also night-time invasions and arrests. There were four young men arrested in Abu Dis. The soldiers invaded seven houses, two pool clubs and the sports club in Abu Dis and closed two charitable societies. The Israeli bulldozers destroyed a house in Sawahreh and also the checkpoints and the civic department refused to allow people to go to the hospitals. 

In this report, we identify some of the Israeli violations in the area during September 2006.

THE WALL:  building the Wall and confiscating lands

· On Tuesday 5th September, Israeli bulldozers destroyed parts of the house belonging to Ismael Amin Shqerat, East Sawahreh, without any advance warning, because the house is very close to the Separation Wall. Ismael was surprised when he saw a big Israeli force surrounding in his house. They asked him to leave his house with his family and they held them all till the bulldozers had destroyed the house. Note that Mr Ismail had built this house twenty years previously on his own land.
· Al Quds daily news reported from Palestinian and foreign human rights sources that the Israeli authorities wanted to remove the police station which is in Ras al Amoud area, west of the Wall in East Jerusalem, to a hill near Maale Adummim settlement which had been confiscated for security reasons. The newspaper said that the Israeli authorities had completed the building development on land that had been confiscated from Abu Dis and Bethany and that there would be government institutions in that location to reduce the pressure on Maale Adummim police station and to have a security supervisor for Abu Dis town and the towns around it. This means that this area will stay isolated and under Israeli military control.
· The Israeli government called for tenders to build 690 new housing units in two settlements- Maale Adummim east of Jerusalem and Betar south of Jerusalem. This decision came after the Olmert government announced a plan to expand the settlements when that government took office, last March. The plan aimed to create a continuous built-up area between these settlements and Jerusalem. They want to increase the number of settlers in East Jerusalem.  The Areej Centre in Bethlehem mentioned in one of their reports that Betar and Maale Adummim are the biggest settlement development in the West Bank and they expect the number of settlers in these settlements to during the coming years. They also mentioned in their report that fifty percent of the 480,000 settlers in the West Bank live in Jerusalem.   
· The report pointed out the following facts: when Israeli has finished building the Separation Wall, it will be 703 km long; it will cut 555 sq km including East Jerusalem away from the West Bank lands on the west side of the Wall near Israel; Israel will also create isolated areas called Security Zones on the east side of the wall – these are inhabited areas including villages – like the villages of East Jerusalem, Abu Dis, Bethany and Sawahreh. These will be cut off by checkpoints from the Palestinian Authority areas. These Security Zones on the east side of the Wall will be1,500 km2 - ie 27% of the lands on the West Bank - and Israel will control the isolated areas through 25 checkpoints along the Wall.
The economic situation in Abu Dis 
The economic crisis in the Palestinian authority areas, especially in East Jerusalem, became even worse.  The Palestinian Authority employees began a strike at the beginning of September which froze all aspects of public life in Palestine and particularly affected education and health. The government schools did not open for the new year and 1,200 students from Abu Dis secondary schools for boys and for girls did not start their new year - as in all the government schools in the West Bank andGaza Strip. The tawjihe (final school year) classes are being kept going for the students to make sure that this does not put their university education at risk.

Teachers have not been paid for seven months and up to now there is no sign of any political solution. If there is no solution, it will destroy the Palestinian political system.

Ramadan (started on 23rd September)
At this time of year, people also feel the economic pressure particularly badly as they are not able to afford to do what they need to do for Ramadan. In the Arab Islamic world people have the habit of preparing well for the special month of Ramadan, for example buying special food and meat, as it is important for people to make many special meals for members of the extended family. It is also important to prepare for Eid, to buy new clothes for the children.  For Muslims, it is also necessary to pay donations for Zaka (expected charitable contribution).  During Ramadan also people go to Haj (to Mecca) but this year, people from Abu Dis are not able to afford this expense. 

Violations at the checkpoints around Abu Dis 
· On 2nd September, the Israeli authorities refused to allow Mohammed Shahin, 50 years old, to enter Jerusalem to go to one of the hospitals there to have surgery. Shahin told the PNN news agency, Wafa, that he went many times to the Civic Department asking for a permit and he took with him all the medical reports which said that he had cancer but the intelligence refused to give him a permit for security reasons. Shahin called all the international human rights institutions and Doctors Without Borders to interfere immediately immediately to save his life; there has been no response to date.

· Starting from Friday 8th September, the Israeli authorities made it permanently impossible for people to travel directly between Jericho and East Jerusalem (including Abu Dis). This means that the people who are coming back from Jericho and from Jordan to East Jerusalem have first to go to Ramallah and then travel to Abu Dis or East Jerusalem from there. The distance between Abu Dis and Jericho is 25 km but to go to Ramallah from Jericho and then to Abu Dis is nearly 70km and you need to pass through two main checkpoints and other flying checkpoints.
· From Monday 18th Sept till Weds 20th, the Israeli authorities closed Jerusalem to West Bankers because of the celebration of the Jewish New Year. The closure also affected people who have permits.
· It is particularly important for people to be able to pray in the Al-Aqsa during Ramadan. The Israeli authorities refused to allow the people who wanted to go to pray at the Al-Aqsa mosque to enter Jerusalem even if they had permits to enter.  This procedure has continued since the year 2000: there is a closure on the Al Aqsa mosque each Friday. But since Ramadan began, the closure has been every day.
· On Sunday 24th September, the Hadassa Israeli hospital in East Jerusalem refused to allow an ambulance carrying Mohammed Saleem Nowafleh from Abu Dis. The ambulance driver said that he went to Abu Dis after an emergency call saying that Nowafleh had been injured in a serious accident. He added that he took Nowafleh in his ambulance to the checkpoint at Al Azzayem on his way to Jerusalem. These days, patients have to be transferred from a Palestinian to an Israeli ambulance(Megan David) if they are to travel past the Wall, but the Israeli doctor with the ambulance refused to let him transfer to the Israeli ambulance because the man's situation was so dangerous. He persuaded the Israeli soldiers to permit the Palestinian ambulance to pass and he joined the Palestinian ambulance and recommended that they should go to Hadassa Hospital. The guards on the doors of Hadassa hospital however refused to allow the ambulance to enter the hospital because it carried a Palestinian patient, even after the Israeli doctor tried to convince them. After more than 45 minutes of arguing, the ambulance driver decided to go back to Al Muqassed Hospital. By that time, Nowafleh had died in the ambulance. The management of Hadassa Hospital say that they have started an investigation into this incident.

Arrests and invasions of houses

Throughout September, the Israeli authorities continued their attacks and arrests in Abu Dis with the support of the Israeli intelligence, and they invaded many houses in Abu Dis, as follows:
· On Thursday 31st August at 12 pm, an Israeli military force invaded the houses of Abdullah Lafi Khalaf (53 years old) and Khalaf Lafi Khalaf (65 years old) and searched the two houses and they beat them both with no provocation, and arrested Iyad Lafi (Abdullah's son) and took him to the police station in Maale Adummim for three hours before they released him and gave him a date for a military court, accusing him of trying to attack the soldiers (in his own house in his bedroom in the night); and they also gave Said Khalaf a date for an appointment with an intelligence officer in Maale Adummim.
· On Monday, 10th September, the Israeli Border Police arrested Sufian Jamal Abu Hilal, 22 years old, and held him for two days, accusing him of entering East Jerusalem without a permit.  The Israeli authorities and since 2000 has started to make many procedures about people who want to enter occupied Jerusalem, so nobody is allowed to enter Jerusalem, which used to be the same community as the towns of East Jerusalem, without having a special permit from the Israeli civil department.

· The Israeli authorities delivered a military decision to close Iqra'a Charitable Society and Ashbal Al-Quds Charitable Society for two years.  This came after an Israeli force, together with three military officers, invaded the two societies (based in Ras Al Acoub in Abu Dis, near the military camp) on Monday, 11th September.  The decision also included confiscation of all the equipment in the centres – tables, chairs, new computers. It is worth mentioning that these societies used to give services to people in East Jerusalem in general and specially in Abu Dis, Iqra society used to give special courses for Towjihi students, and Ashbal Al-Quds Society used to have a kindergarten and used to give services for more than 150 children through summer camps and cultural and educational activities.  The Israeli army had invaded the two societies several times in the past, most recently in July 06, and had also confiscated computers from Iqra Society at that point.

· On Wednesday 13th September, the Israeli authorities arrested Moath Bader, 25 years old, after they invaded his house late in the night and searched the house.
· On Monday 18th September, an Israeli force invaded the house of Adel Ahmed Salah, in the old neighbourhood of Abu Dis.  They were searching for his son Ramzi, to arrest him. The soldiers searched the house and they did not manage to find Ramzi, who was not in the house, and they asked his father to send him immediately to the police station in Maale Adummim.

· On Monday 18th September, the Israeli authorities gave orders for Mohammed Jamil Abu Hilal and Leith Salameh Jaffal to come to the Civil Department to meet the intelligence officer in Maale Adummim. That came after the Israeli force invaded their houses early in the morning (2 or 3 am).
· On Tuesday 19th September, the Israeli border police invaded a pool club in Abu Dis near to the Abu Dis Youth Club.  The soldiers attacked some of the youth who were playing pool. One of them was Omar Mohammed Jaffal, 25 years old. 
· On Friday, 21st September, three Israeli soldiers entered Abu Dis youth club, destroyed some of the property of the club, and they held the Chair of the Management Committee, Fawzi Rabiyeh, and they questioned him before they left. (Israeli soldiers killed the child Fahdi Bahr in front of the club in the year 2004 while he was at the club to play football). 
· On Wednesday 27th September, an Israeli force invaded the house of Mohammed Ehdadoun and they gave him an order to come to the Civil Department to meet the intelligence officer.
· On Friday 29th September, an Israeli military vehicle came to a pool club on the road to the University in Abu Dis and they kidnapped Malik Rathi Qreia, 20 years old, and Moatassem Al-Nawafleh, also 20 years old, and they put them inside the jail. They took them to an unknown destination.

Prisoners
During the years of the Occupation, hundreds of people from Abu Dis have been arrested, usually for peaceful resistance against the Occupation, such as demonstrations. Among these there have been many children. At the end of September 2006, there are 61 prisoners from Abu Dis in Israeli jails. Among them there are 12 children from Abu Dis schools, including a girl.  
During September 2006:
· The Israeli authorities cancelled the visit for the relatives of the prisoners in Negab prison which was supposed to be on Monday 4th September. They informed the Red Cross that people could not visit that prison, without giving them any reason.
· On Wednesday 13th September, the relatives of prisoners in Abu Dis and around held a picket in front of the Red Cross office in Abu Dis, calling for the immediate release of their sons and relatives from Israeli jails. There were many activities from Abu Dis and the towns around Abu Dis during the picket. This activity came at the time when the Israeli soldiers talked about their soldiers who had been captured by the Palestinian and Lebanese prisoners and there were discussions about negotiations to release some Arab and Palestinian prisoners. The people on the picket called for the inclusion of their sons' names on any list of prisoners to be released, specially because Israel has refused in the past to release any prisoners from 1948 Palestine or from Occupied Jerusalem and the suburbs. The people delivered a letter with these demands to the Red Cross.

· It is worth mentioning that the Red Cross with all its branches and officers in the West Bank and Gaza Strip is the only organisation which arranges the visits for the prisoners and sends them their daily needs (food, cigarettes, clothes etc). For more than ten years, they have worked in co-ordination with the Israeli civil department on special permits for the people who want to visit the prisoners.  The relatives of the prisoners have suffered from the Israelis refusing their requests citing security reasons.  Up till now the Red Cross has not had any authority to play a positive role in this process.
· On Sunday, 17th September, an Israeli military court sentenced Ayman Salameh Jaffal to 11 months inside jail, accusing him of resisting the occupation and throwing stones at Israeli soldiers. Ayman has been held in Ramleh Jail, in the south of Palestine, for the past eight months.

· On 25th September, the authorities of Al-Nakab jail released Yahya Ahmed Jaffal after he finished his period of three years and had paid 3,000 shekels.

· On Friday 29th September, the Israeli authorities released Moath Bader after they arrested him at the beginning of September without any charge.
Conclusions and recommendations
We are calling on the international community and all the people who are standing by the Palestinians to make some pressure on Israel as an occupying force to stop the violations against the international humanitarian law and all the human rights agreements. In particular to note the Hague decisions paragraph 133, 152 and 153 and the decision of the international court of justice, 9th July 2004 about stopping the work on the illegal Separation Wall in the occupied lands including East Jerusalem and the suburbs of East Jerusalem and to destroy all the bits that are already built.
According to The Hague agreement signed in 1907 paragraph 152 says that there is no right for occupation forces to confiscate lands or properties from the people under occupation.  Since Israel signed an international agreement about the civilian and political rights which came out from the United Nations in 1966, and the international community started to work on it in 1976, so Israeli according to this agreement has to work with it also and to consider East Jerusalem and its suburbs as part of this agreement.   This agreement says that all the countries who signed must respect the rights of all the individuals who live inside their countries, and an occupying country is responsible for them without any distinction because of the colour, sex, religion, language or political opinion.
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